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McNair and Linus Community Plan 
 
Over the years, Harris County 
has come to recognize a need 
for individualized attention and 
planning in the County’s 
established neighborhoods. 
Through an effort to revitalize 
economically strained 
communities, Harris County has 
identified neighborhoods 
(Target Areas) located in the 
unincorporated areas of the 
county that exhibit large levels 
of distress and are in need of 
revitalization. The McNair/Linus 
area was chosen because of the 
unique challenges facing the area and a demonstrated interest by residents to improve their 
neighborhood. Aging residential properties, lack of commercial business, crime, and a need for 
code enforcement efforts characterize the neighborhood. 
 
Through an organized effort, the Concerted Community Revitalization Planning process was 
developed in an effort to revitalize economically strained communities throughout Harris 
County. The model approach is a community-driven process that provides residents, 
businesses, local leaders and potential investors with a community plan that addresses visions 
and strategies for a community. The planning process is also designed to provide a strategy of 
problem solving and responsibility in order to avoid the deterioration of property values and 
quality of life that many other urban areas now face. By addressing issues identified in the 
community, residents can greatly improve the quality of life for their neighborhood. 
 
There are many benefits to the community planning process. It empowers, excites and pulls 
together a diverse community that promotes positive community development. It’s also a basis 
for obtaining funding from federal, state, local and private foundations, since the plan 
represents a well thought out and clear strategy for redeveloping the area, along with a 
comprehensive focus. 
 
Community development plans for Target Areas such as McNair and Linus represent a new 
approach to revitalization in Harris County. By planning to meet the needs of all targeted areas 
and through continued development of alliances and partnerships to provide additional 
resources, the Community Planning process is making a new commitment to comprehensive 
community development.   
 
Since 2003, the McNair and Linus communities, Harris County Precinct Two, and Harris County 
Service Department (HCCSD) have been working to improve these communities. The plan was 
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created using ideas and suggestions collected from community meetings held from 2002 to 
2003. 
 
Harris County staff worked with the McNair/Linus community through a series of community 
meetings. An open invitation to participate went out to all homeowners, renter, business 
owners, non-profits, churches, and their representatives to assist in the preparation of the 
community plan.  
 
The mission of the plan was to review the existing conditions and needs of the neighborhood 
and work to develop a community plan to address those issues. The HCCSD Planning staff 
conducted windshield surveys, analyzed demographic information and held community 
meetings to develop an inventory of the community’s assets and needs. Results of the analysis 
of the community, coupled with results of an exercise identifying problems and concerns, 
neighborhood strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats, provided a good inventory of 
conditions and needs in the neighborhood. Based on this information, the community plan was 
developed. 
 
The 2003 community plan addresses the need to protect the assets of the community and 
recommends ways to meet the identified needs through long-term goals. Each goal is further 
defined in the community plan by recommended action items. The objectives and action items 
associated with each goal provide a framework for future decisions and initiatives to be 
undertaken in the neighborhood.  
 
Community development plans for target areas such as McNair and Linus represent a new 
approach to revitalization in Harris County. The goals and strategies from the original plan 
dated in 2004 included: 
 
Goals for the McNair/Linus Community Plan: 
 

 Develop a five-year plan of action for the 
community that addresses issues and 
concerns identified through community 
meetings; 

 Work with the local CDC’s and residents 
to implement plan recommendations; 
and 

 Coordinate and seek to leverage planned 
improvements through public and 
private resources. 

 
The Community Planning Process 
 
The Community Planning process is designed to be a dynamic, community-driven process 
aimed at providing residents with action-oriented solutions. The plan is not only a roadmap to 
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area revitalization, but also an innovative approach to rebuilding communities through 
participation at the local level. Strategies outline the improvement and expansion of housing, 
infrastructure, economic development, arts and culture, public safety, recreation, health and 
education. 
 
Residents, businesspersons, educators, civic leaders and others are charged with the 
development of the plan as well as its implementation.  The strategic planning process is 
designed to infuse the community with a spirit and confidence to creatively solve problems in a 
way that results in an active, successful, and self-sustaining environment. There are many 
elements and phases to the community planning process that contributed to the development 
of the community plan. They are as follows: 
 
Initial Assessment 
 
An initial assessment was compiled to analyze significant information from available sources. 
The assessment provides an inventory and assessment of the community that includes 
demographic and population characteristics, land use, census data, and community facilities 
and services. 
 
Vision Team 
 
As part of the community planning process, a Vision Team was created to give a “sense of 
ownership” to the community by its selection of decision-makers already committed to the 
revitalization of McNair/Linus. These members are community leaders, similar to a steering 
committee that offers direct support, experience and commitment to the community.   
 
The Vision Team is responsible for generating support and awareness for the planning process. 
They provide guidance, foster community involvement, organize and facilitate community 
meetings as well as other events held in the community.  The Vision Team will be charged with 
the empowerment of local organizations to implement the plan.  
 
Community Meetings 
 
To provide a broad basis for resident involvement 
in the planning process, a series of community 
meetings were held. Residents, Vision Team, 
revitalization partners, businesspersons, local 
CDC’s, educators, and others were invited to 
systematically identify issues and concerns of the 
community and confirmed solutions and a plan of 
action.   
 
Residents were asked to develop strategies for making improvements based on these elements: 
 

Residents were asked questions such 
as: 
 What are your hopes, ideas and concerns 

about the future of McNair/Linus? 
 What about streets, sidewalks, drainage, 

parks, and public services? 
 How do you want McNair/Linus to grow? 
 What do you want your neighborhood to 

look like in 5, 10 and 20 years? 
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 Housing, Community Facilities, Parks, and Green Spaces;  
 Overall Urban Design; 
 Employment and Job Creation, Workforce Development; 
 Water and Sewer Improvement, Flood Control, Road, Sidewalk, Trail Improvement; and 
 Education, Public Health, Public Safety, Youth and Senior Activities & Services, Homeless 

Services, Additional Civic Enrichment Activities 
 
The first step of the process was to identify the community’s issues and concerns, and then 
formulate the community’s goals and objectives.  The identification of goals and objectives 
provided a framework for decision-making during the development and implementation of the 
plan.  Also, a clear and concise statement of basic goals and specific objectives helped increase 
the plan’s effectiveness in minimizing adverse effects of growth and change, seizing 
opportunities, and anticipating potential problems. 
 
Urban Design Charrette 

 
Another element of the process included an 
Urban Design Charrette, which was the 
design element of the community plan.  It 
established a platform for a free flow of 
information and opinion sharing.  Local 
architects, experts, students, planners, and 
residents came together in a design setting 
to develop visual and graphic solutions to 
the issues and concerns identified during 
the community meetings. The design 
solutions are a part of the overall 
community plan document. 
 

 
Kick-off Celebration 
 
The McNair/Linus also coordinated a community Kick-off Celebration to celebrate the 
completion of the plan. 
 
CDC Enhancement and Training 
 
The goal of the CDC is to implement plan recommendations and serve as the representative of 
the McNair/Linus neighborhood.  Local CDC’s will be responsible for guiding, implementing and 
managing the community plan recommendations. Subsequently, the community has a number 
of established CDC’s and civic associations. Therefore, these groups may serve as the nucleus 
for implementation. 
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Based on the information gathered from the McNair/Linus community, the community plan 
was developed. The plan addresses the need to protect the assets of the neighborhood and 
recommends ways to meet the identified problems in the area through long-term goals. Each 
goal is further defined in the community plan by recommended action items. The objectives 
and action items associated with each goal provide a framework for future decisions and 
initiatives to be undertaken in the neighborhood.   
 
Results of Community Meetings 
 
The vision for the community embraces its 
diversity and promotes each of its principal 
components: residential neighborhoods, 
economic development, infrastructure and 
community services. During the planning 
process, to achieve the community’s vision, 
these principal components must be 
integrated for mutual support. They are 
fundamental to the directives outlined below 
and are reflective in the partnerships and 
service provision aspects of the 
implementation strategy.  
 
This section lists the goals of the community plan. Goals are broadly stated outcomes that the 
community wishes to achieve. Strategies are statements of intent to guide decisions and set 
priorities. The plan also lists specific activities designed to implement the goals of the plan. 
These activities are actions to be taken by regulations, capital improvements or public 
programs. 
 
Housing  
 

Goal: Local CDC’s should forge new partnerships with private/public housing providers. 
 
Goal: To improve the overall condition of houses rated as “Fair, Poor and Very Poor” 

through a Home Repair program. 
 
Goal: Investigate reinstating lapsed deed restrictions. 
 
Goal: Develop infill housing on vacant properties within McNair’s older neighborhoods 

to provide increased homeownership opportunity. 
 
Goal: Creation of new housing units that include a variety of housing types as 

appropriate to the neighborhood. 
 



Page 7 

Goal: Rehabilitate the existing housing stock in the neighborhood and to encourage 
property maintenance and reinvestment in the neighborhood.  

 
Infrastructure 
 

Goal:  Improve and expand the capacity of sewer, water and drainage system for 
residential and commercial uses. 

 
Goal: Provide street and roadside 

improvements, including 
signals, curbs and gutters, 
ditches and streetlights.  

 
Goal: Create or improve pedestrian 

traffic systems for schools (i.e. 
sidewalks, bike lanes, 
pathways). 

 
Goal:  Improve sanitary sewer system, 

and repair or replace the 
existing storm drainage system. 

 
Goal: Improve the pedestrian and bicycle connections from neighborhoods to parks 

and recreational resources.  
 

Community Facilities and Public Services 
 
Goal: Reduce gang related activity and crime in the McNair/Linus community.  
 
Goal: Market neighborhood services, events, and activities through a community 

newsletter. 
 
Goal: Increase the number of community police assigned to the neighborhood to 

reduce crime and have more complete coverage of the neighborhoods. 
 
Goal: Develop youth programs that keep kids off the streets by expanding educational 

opportunities. 
 
Goal: Develop a multi-purpose facility in the McNair/Linus community that includes 

exercise rooms, swimming pool and meeting rooms. 
 
Goal: Increase open space to serve existing and projected needs.  
 
Goal: Provide pocket parks in newer and existing neighborhoods. 
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Local Economy and Education 
 
Goal: Increase awareness and knowledge and provide support for McNair/Linus local 

business, nonprofit organizations and the community. 
 
Goal: Encourage and attract new business and industries for the creation for 

employment opportunities. 
 
Goal: Market economic development opportunities and business development 

programs to local business owners and those interested in starting a business. 
 

Goal:  Create a Central Business District in the McNair/Linus community where 
businesses are localized in a central area. 

 
Goal: To increase job training and employment opportunities for residents in the 

McNair/Linus community. 
 
Goal: Support long-term commercial redevelopment to promote the community’s 

economic base. 
 
Goal: Support home-based business and identify constraints and difficulties in 

maintaining. 
 
Overall Urban Design 

 
Goal: Provide clean-up and beautification programs for the community. 
 
Goal: Provide landscaping and neighborhood beautification activities and projects. 
 
Goal: Revise and reinstate deed 

restrictions to meet certain 
design elements. 

 
Goal: Provide fixed entrances 

(gateways) into 
neighborhoods and 
subdivision markers. 
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Concerted Community Revitalization Planning 
 
After the McNair and Linus Plan was developed in 2003, several meetings and planning efforts 
have taken place to assist the community’s revitalization efforts. These include: 
 

 2013-2014 School District Strategic Plan for McNair and Linus that will guide the district 

over the next several years. 

 Harris County Flood Control District (HCFCD) Bond Program meetings in 2018 that 

outlined projects across Harris County to  reduce flooding;  

 Harris County Community Services Department (HCCSD) Disaster Recovery held county 

wide Community Meetings held between May 30 to June 23, 2018, to solicit community 

input on Hurricane Harvey recovery needs and barriers to fair housing; The consultation 

process included multiple public and focus group meetings, input sessions with 

stakeholder agencies and residents, one-on-one meetings and interviews with partner 

agencies, a community needs surveys for residents and services providers, public 

participation through neighborhood meetings, and public comment period prior to plan 

adoption.  

 To identify the nature and level of needs within Harris County, consultation included 

topics related to Housing, Fair Housing, Social Services, Transportation, Senior and 

Youth Services, Parks, Public Facilities, Public Services, Infrastructure, Homelessness, 

and Education. The Plan also emphasizes the involvement of low-to-moderate-income 

(LMI) residents including non-English speaking persons, as well as persons with mobility, 

visual or hearing impairments. 

 2019 Harris County Capital Improvements Program (CIP)  

 Harris County Engineering Department will be developing drainage improvement 

recommendations, conducting community outreach meetings, and preparing 

preliminary engineering reports to support the advancement of these projects toward 

final design and construction. A total of 105 subdivision projects have been identified as 

part of the bond program. 

 Between June 5 and August 1, 2018, the Harris County Flood Control District hosted 23 

Community Engagement Meetings in each of Harris County’s 22 watersheds (plus Halls 

Bayou, a tributary of Greens Bayou), to gather public input and ideas, and to answer 

questions about the 2018 Harris County Flood Control District Bond Program. 

Revitalization in McNair and Linus has been an ongoing effort for the past 15 years (see 
Appendix B for Funding Matrix). In conjunction with Harris County funding and other local 
funding have contributed to the revitalization of the McNair and Linus. 
 
Harris County has funded several projects in McNair and Linus over the past 15 years. A 
highlighted summary includes:  
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Harris County Infrastructure funded projects in McNair and Linus 

 Water and sewer improvements, sewer line rehabilitation, water and sewer line 
upgrade, and lift station rehabilitation totaled $3,638,976 

 
Housing Projects 

 As part of the Hurricane Ike Disaster Recovery Program, thirty-one (31) houses were 
reconstructed in McNair and Linus which totaled $3,788,922.87 in Hurricane Ike funds. 

 Thirteen homes received minor home repair which totaled $189,472.00 

 The Bay City Village Apartments is a LIHTC apartment complex that is a proposed Low 
Income Housing Tax Credit complex.  

 City of La Porte near the Linus community received $339,404 in Down-payment and 
Closing Cost Assistance. 

 
Public Facilities 

 Edna Mae Park has received $388,462 in funding to make improvements 

 Parking lot improvements for JD Walker Community Center was funded for $176,000. 

 Public library construction was funded for $1,965,724 

Public Services 

 2017DR Hurricane Harvey funding $4,097,432.98 for Transit Services Bus Routes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 11 

 Community Profile and Demographics 
 
The McNair/Linus community is located in east Harris County approximately 23 miles from 
downtown Houston along Interstate 1-10 at the Wade Road exit. The target area is 
approximately 8.67 square miles in size with a population of approximately 10,365 persons. The 
community lies in Precinct Two and is central to area churches, various CDC’s, and the J.D. 
Walker Community Center and Edna May Washington Park. McNair is bound by Battle Bell 
Road, Thompson Road, a fresh water canal, and Interstate-10. Linus is bound by Decker Road, 
Bayway Drive, Interstate-10, Crosby Cedar Bayou Road and Garth Road.  
 
Map 2 Boundaries of McNair and Linus 

 
 
Local History of McNair 
 
There is no recorded history on the founding of the McNair community. However, it is widely 
accepted that an African-American community began settling in the area as tenants during the 
1920’s. As Humble Oil began to expand, African-Americans living near the site in Baytown 
relocated to the community now known as McNair. The well-known owner and developer of 
the land in McNair, Harry K. Johnson decided to sell the land to his tenants. He sold lots for $60 
each, later giving one lot to every person buying a lot. As a result, many in the community still 
own double lots. 
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In 1928, Harlem Elementary School was founded and the McNair community saw many 
improvements to the area during that time. Waterlines were constructed and residents began 
receiving water from what is now Highlands Fresh Water Supply District IB. In 1957, residents 
approved a $350,000 bond issue and the creating of the Harris County Fresh Water Supply 
District (FWSD) IA, which today provides the community with water and sewer service.  
 
Local History of Linus 
 
Linus was first subdivided in the 1930’s by the Highland Farms Corporation. The subdivision was 
originally named Little Mexico and retains that name as its legal description. Today the 
neighborhood is known as Linus to its residence and others familiar to the area. Ownership of 
much of the property still remains in the hands of family members of the original residents of 
the subdivision. Linus is primarily residential and remains that way today. Linus is located on 
flat terrain 30 feet above sea level and part of the area is within the 100-year flood plain.   
 
Although McNair and Linus have not grown as fast as many communities in Harris County, 
residents and stakeholders have come together in an effort to improve their neighborhood. 
Vibrant new subdivisions, road and sidewalk improvements, upgraded water and sewer 
conditions are all part of the current revitalization efforts.  
 
Demographics 
 
Analyzing demographic trends in a community is advantageous to any planning effort. Data 
from the last official census taken in 2017 describes demographic characteristics of the 
McNair/Linus community. Table 1 shows the demographic location of the community by key 
map, census tracts, precinct, zip codes and school district.  
 
Table 1: Demographic Analysis for McNair/Linus 

Demographic Analysis McNair/Linus 

Key Map 460, 461, 500, 501 

Census Tracts 25301, 25302, 25321, 25322 

County Precinct Precinct Two – Commissioner Adrian Garcia 

Zip Codes 77520, 77521, 77562 

School District Goose Creek Independent School District 
Source: 2017 U.S. Bureau of Census  

 
Population Size 
 
A community’s population size can reflect the demand for public services and utilities. Over the 
past 10 years the population of McNair and Linus planning area has increased significantly. This 
growth is more robust as the county as a whole. Harris County grew 33.1 percent during this 
same period. The population in McNair/Linus is 10,365 persons (1,681 and 8,684 respectively) 
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in 2017 compared to 3,504 persons in 2000 (1,710 and 1,794 respectively), an increase of 195.8 
percent. In 2000, the area consists of 6.14 square miles.  
 

Table 2: Projected Population Growth for McNair/Linus 

Projection 1990 2000 2017 

Total Plan Area  3,249 3,504 10,365 

McNair 1,857 1,710 1,681 

Linus 1,392 1,794 8,684 
Source: Bureau of the Census, 2017 (5-yr ACS) 

 
Table 2 shows the population growth in the area over the last three decades. McNair has seen a 
slight decrease from 1990 to 2017. However, Linus saw an increase in overall population for the 
same period. Movement of the county’s population has generally shifted westward with many 
persons choosing to migrate from the older, more industrial eastern section of the county.  
 
Ethnicity 
 
As shown below in Figure 1, the ethnic makeup for both areas is quite different. In McNair, the 
majority of the residents according to the 2017 5-yr census are predominately African American 
(61.6%) followed by Hispanic or Latino (24.4%), White (13.3%), two or more races (0.65%) and 
Asian (0.0%). Compared to the 2000 census, African-American (85.8%) followed by White (7%), 
Hispanic or Latino (5.7%), Asian (0.0%) and two or more races (1.5%).  
 

 
Figure 1: Ethnicity in McNair and Linus, 2017 (5-yr ACS) 
Source: Bureau of the Census, 2017 (5-yr ACS)  

 
Although Linus is adjacent to McNair, the ethnic makeup is significantly different. In 2017, the 
majority of the residents in Linus are Hispanic or Latino (54.2%) followed by White (23.8%), 
Asian (0.24%), African-American (17.1%) and two or more races (4.7%). Compared to 2000 
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census data, the Linus community saw a higher growth and a complete turnaround in ethnic 
makeup 
 
The shift in Linus’ ethic distribution will have a significant effect on social and economic 
conditions of the community. For example, businesses and services may begin to cater to a 
growing bilingual or Spanish-only speaking community by adding bilingual personnel and 
services that cater to the population. New businesses may open in the area to serve this 
growing population’s needs. 
 
Age and Gender 
 
McNair/Linus population is about equal to that of Harris County in age. The highest population 
is ages 6-19 at 24.9 percent compared to 21.9 percent followed by ages 35-64 at 22 percent 
compared to Harris County at 37.5 percent.  
 
Table 3: Age of the McNair and Linus Population 
 

 McNair Linus Total Harris County 

Under 5 10.3% 8.3% 8.7% 7.7% 

6-19 20.2% 25.7% 24.9% 21.9% 

20-24 1.7% 7.1% 6.3% 7.1% 

25-34 10.1% 18.1% 16.8% 16.2% 

35-64 42.4% 31.4% 22.0% 37.5% 

Over 65 15.4% 10.0% 10.9% 9.6% 

Over 75 7.1% 4.7% 5.1% 3.6% 
         Source: Bureau of the Census, 2017 (5-yr ACS) 

 
Household Income and Educational Attainment 
 
Table 5: McNair/Linus Income and Poverty Proportions 

 McNair Linus Harris County 

Population (2017) 1,681 8,684 4,525,519 

Median Household income (2017) $36,455 $34,008 $57,791 

Persons below Poverty (2017) 13.0% 29.96% 16.6% 

% Unemployed (2017) 9.6% 7.4% 4.3% 
Source: 2017 (5-yr ACS) U.S. Bureau of Census 

 
In 2017, the U.S. Census reports 52.1% of the residents in the McNair/Linus community were 
identified as low-or moderate-income. As represented in Table 5, the median household 
income [McNair ($36,455)/Linus ($34,008)] is $35,231 for the total plan area compared to the 
county’s median household income of $57,791.  
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In McNair/Linus, the average 
person per household is 3.13 
persons. Almost three quarters 
(73.4 %) of households in 
McNair (369)/Linus (2,073) are 
family households, compared 
to 68.3 percent in Harris 
County. 
 
According to several studies, 
the level of income is strongly 
associated with educational 
attainment. In 2017, of the 
persons age 25 and older, 38.8 

percent in McNair (54.7%) and Linus (35.1%) have received a high school diploma and nearly 
23.5 percent went on to obtain some college experience. Subsequently, these figures exceed 
those for the entire county, in which nearly 23.3 percent of persons age 25 and older have 
obtained a high school degree and 20.5 percent have received some college education. Of 
those McNair residents over 25 years of age that have a college degree, the majority have went 
on to receive an Associate’s degree.  
 
Housing 
 
Housing combines the basic need for shelter with the human desire for a sense of a home, 
safety, history, comfort, ownership and pride. Throughout the community meeting process, 
affordable housing, elderly housing, housing rehabilitation, and preserving and improving the 
character of the neighborhoods were high priority for McNair/Linus residents. 

 
The housing stock in the 
McNair/Linus community is 
largely comprised of single-family 
aging housing stock and values. 
According to Figure 4, 30.5 
percent of the single-family 
houses were built during the 
1990’s to 2009, 34.2 percent 
were built during the 1960’s to 
1989 and 27.3 percent were built 
during the 1940’s to 1959. 
Several of these houses are in 
disrepair or have reached 
deterioration stage.  

Figure 2: McNair and Linus Household Income, 2017 
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Figure 4: McNair/Linus Housing Stock, 2017 
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The community homeownership proportion has decreased since 2000 from 72.66 percent to 
46.7 percent in 2017. Many of the single-family units are small, wood-frame houses or 
manufactured housing/mobile homes. Residents of the McNair/Linus community feel that 
homeownership is an important ingredient to maintaining their residential character. Four out 
of five existing houses in McNair/Linus are single-family, 65.01 percent. Only 6.34 percent are 
multi-family and 28.63 percent are mobile homes. In comparison, single-family dwelling units in 
Harris County represents 55.67 percent. There are many mobile home parks inside the 
community and these homes represent a large percentage of the single-family units in the 
McNair/Linus community. 
 

 
  
Total Units  
 
Of the available units in 
2017, 83.27 percent 
were occupied and 
16.73 percent were 
vacant. When 
comparing available 
units in 2000, 88.62 
were occupied followed 
by 11.38 percent vacant. 
In comparison to the 
county, the percentage 

of occupied housing units is 
91.16 percent with only 8.84 
percent being vacant. 
 
Households and Families 
 
In 2017, the Bureau of Census 
reported 3,326 households in 
the McNair/Linus community 
compared to 1,128 in 2000. 
According to this number, 
households increased by 194.86 
percent between 2000 and 
2017.  
 
According to 2017 Census 
numbers, married couple 

Figure 6: Owner Occupancy and Tenure, 2017 

 
Source: Bureau of the Census, 2017 (5-yr ACS) 

Figure 5: Housing Stock by Type, 2017 

 
Source: Bureau of the Census, 2017 (5-yr ACS) 
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families represent just over half of all household types. Generally speaking, the presence of 
married couple households, especially those with children, is an indicator of community and 
household stability. In 2017, this category of households made up 25.84 percent of the 
households in McNair/Linus compared to the county at 31.93 percent of households.  
 
Table 6: McNair/Linus Household by family type 

Family Type Total Households % Households 

Family Households 2442 54.45% 

Married-couple family 1159 25.84% 

Male householder (not married) 184 4.10% 

Female householder (not married) 700 15.61% 

 
Occupancy and Tenure 
 
Homeownership is generally a significant indicator of the stability of a community. It lends itself 
to pride, security and community involvement in an area. The percentage of McNair/Linus 
households that have achieved homeownership is significantly higher than many other 
communities in the county. In 2017, approximately 46.69 percent of all occupied units in 
McNair/Linus are owner-occupied compared to 54.75 percent of all occupied units in Harris 
County are owner-occupied.  
 
Generally speaking, most single-family units are occupied by homeowners, and most multi-
family units are occupied by renters, however this may vary in some communities. 
Geographically, occupancy statistics resemble those for housing type.  
 
Housing Conditions 
 
The adequacy of housing is most simply 
explained by the physical condition of 
available housing units. McNair and 
Linus community has over 3,326 
housing units. It is difficult to determine 
the precise number of substandard 
housing units without a house-by-house 
inspection. Housing quality depends in 
part on the age, characteristics, and 
location of the dwelling unit. The age of 
a housing unit is one of the factors that 
affect its value. In addition, age of 
housing can be a determinant to its 
condition. Older structures require more maintenance and overall upkeep. If repairs are not 
made, the condition and value of the unit may deteriorate rapidly.   
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Housing quality also depends on the income of the occupants and their ability to pay for 
needed repairs. Today, many low-income households live in units that are at risk of loss 
because they cannot meet the basic costs of maintaining and operating standard housing.  In 
fact, households with very low incomes (less than 50 percent of area median) are more than 
twice as likely as other households to live in structurally inadequate housing. And even 
accounting for income differences, renters are more likely to reside in structurally inadequate 
units than owners. 
 
Vacancy  
 
Vacancy rates in housing are 
often an indicator of the 
saturation of the total housing 
stock. High vacancy rates, 
especially in concentrated areas, 
often lends itself to vandalism 
and vagrancy in a community. It 
may also mean that the demand 
for housing in a particular 
community is low and may cause 
depressed housing values for all 
housing in that area. On the other 
hand, low vacancy rates may 
indicate a strong housing market, but at the same time may mean that not all housing needs 
are being met when other indicators, such as increased housing cost, are present. For 
example, if vacancy is low and housing cost is increasing, low-income households may be 
moving into substandard housing or creating overcrowded housing situations.  
 
According to Figure 7, 20.08 percent of the houses in McNair/Linus are vacant housing units 
compared to 11.38 percent in 2000. This represents a 76.45 percent increase in the number of 
vacant units over a 17-year period.   
 
Infrastructure  
 
Water and Sewage 
 
The Harris County Fresh Water Supply District (HCFWSD) 1-A provides McNair and Linus water 
and sewage services. The HCFWSD 1-A was created by an Act of the 54th Legislature of the State 
of Texas, Regular Session, 1995. The Board of Directors of HCFWSD 1-A is comprised of five 
members, each of whom resides in the District; they are elected by qualified voters in the 
District. The Directors have decision-making authority, the powers to designate management, 
the responsibility to significantly influence operations, and primary accountability of fiscal 
matters. The Directors can also levy taxes and establish rates for water and sewer service.  
 

Figure 7: Occupancy Status, 2017 

 
Source: Bureau of the Census, 2017 (5-yr ACS) 
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Since 1977, the Linus Community have seen several improvements to HCFWSD 1-A. Lift station, 
storage tank, water lines and sanitary sewer services have all received funding for 
improvements. In McNair, since 1976, water and sewer improvements, Harris County FWSD 27 
sewer system installation, and HCFWSD 1-A Water-line replacements have occurred. These 
improvements to the Fresh Water Supply Districts have assisted both communities by providing 
city controlled fresh water and sewer services. 
 
Roads and Traffic 
 
Major thoroughfare planning is the process used by municipalities and other governmental 
entities to assure the development of the most efficient and appropriate street system to meet 
existing and future travel needs. A major thoroughfare system is comprised of existing and 
planned freeways, major streets, and highways that may or may not need widening or new 

right-of-way.  A thoroughfare plan 
should also designate collectors and 
local streets.   
 
McNair and Linus share several of 
the major roadways of this region. 
Interstate-10 borders McNair to the 
south and Linus to the north. 
Existing major roads in the area are 
Battlebell, Jones, Wade Thompson, 
John Martin, and Garth. The Harris 
County Public Infrastructure 
Department (PID) has traffic counts 
for Thompson Road between Decker 
Road and Interstate-10 in Linus. PID 

reported 5,216 vehicles traveling this road in a 24-hour period. During a survey of traffic 
conditions in McNair and Linus, surveyors noted significantly high traffic traveling at high rates 
of speed on Thompson. Map 7 shows the high number of traffic accidents and citations for 
Driving While Intoxicated (DWI) on Thompson Road. Traffic control devices to slow traffic may 
be needed to increase safety. The addition of a sidewalk along this route is another option to 
protect pedestrians traveling to and from local stores and other areas. 
 
The roads in McNair and Linus have received improvements and maintenance throughout the 
communities since 1976. 
 
The majority of McNair’s roadways are local and residential streets and was planned in a grid-
like pattern. Several streets dead-end into the railway lines, which cuts through the center of 
the neighborhood and Interstate-10. Linus has fewer roads overall. Much of Linus is yet 
undeveloped and many streets dead-end into an open field. Several roads, such as Morelos, 
contain sections that are privately owned and are not currently maintained by the county. 
These streets are in need of paving. After significant rainfall, these roads can become 
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impassable to area residents and emergency vehicles. Although no immediate plans for 
improvements or amendments to the major streets in McNair and Linus are under 
consideration, residents have expressed a need for new traffic flow monitoring within the 
neighborhoods and road paving in Linus.     
 
Community Facilities and Public Services 
 
Area Facilities and Services 
 
The McNair and Linus planning area has only one 
park within its boundaries, the Edna Mae 
Washington Park. The park is located on Wade 
Road in McNair and north of Linus. This forty-
three-acre park is equipped with barbecue pits, 
picnic tables, playground equipment, a basketball 
pavilion, tennis courts, walking/jogging trails, 
baseball fields, riding arena and other amenities. 
The most notable feature of the park is the J.D. 
Walker Community Center. Many recreational, social, and civic activities, such as Little League 
sports, teen dances, community awareness meetings, and programs for the elderly are held at 
the community center and park.  
 
Table 8: J.D. Walker Community Center Activities 

Activities 

Senior Programs Receptions Exercise Classes 

Youth Programs Graduations Arts and Crafts  

Banquets Community Meetings Dances 

Halloween Haunted House Rally’s Community Awareness Mtgs. 

Juneteenth Celebration Computer Classes Civic Activities 

Bible Study Houston Food Bank Mental Alertness Exercises 

 
The J.D. Walker Community Center is also home to many social service programs as noted in 
Table 9. The Harris County Department of Education and the Gulf Coast Community Services 
Department uses the facility as their satellite office to provide social services to the 
McNair/Linus community. The social services offered to the community include a Head Start 
program, rental and utility assistance, and food pantry. The Satellite Office is a regional hub 
offering programs not only to McNair and Linus residents but also the residents of Baytown, 
Barrett Station, Crosby and Pasadena. 
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Table 9: Satellite Office Social Service Programs 

Name Programs 

Harris County Dept. of Education J.D. Walker Head Start 
 48 students 

Gulf Coast Community Services  1st Time Homebuyers Program 
(rental/mortgage assistance) 

 GED 
 Food Pantry 
 Transportation (elderly) 
 Back to school program (clothing/school 

supplies voucher) 
 Home Maintenance Program 

Harris County Social Services  Utility, water, rental and mortgage 
assistance. 

 
The Strafford Branch Library, a Harris County public library is located at 509 Stratford Street in 
Highlands approximately 3 miles west of McNair. The 2,700 sq. ft. facility offers services that 
include pre-school story time, access to 7 computers with internet/MS Office/catalog access, 
and a TV/VCR. A second public library, the Crosby Branch Library, is located at 135 Hare Road in 
Crosby approximately 10 miles northwest of the area. This 10,500 sq. ft. facility provides 
additional and expanded services than the Strafford library. Some of the services include an 
ESL/Literacy Program, Meeting Rooms, Community Bulletin Board, 23 computers with 
Internet/MS Office /catalog access, photocopier, projector, and TV/VCR. 
 
JD Walker Community Center recently had parking lot improvements, which further increased 
the accessibility of provisions the Community Center provides to its residents. In addition to the 
Community Center in the area, there is also Edna Mae Washington Park. This park has received 
improvements including Trail Lights and a Water Spray Park. These facilities provide the areas 
with recreational uses that can be enjoyed by all in surrounding the communities. 
 
The annual property crime rate for Baytown was almost 35 percent during 2018. The total 
reported incidents for Baytown was 2,966, of those 288 were violent crimes and 2,678 were 
property crimes. The statistics that reported the highest number of crimes were assault and 
theft. 
 
The McNair Volunteer Fire Department (VFD) 
provides fire protection to the community. 
The station is located at 2610 Waco Street, 
Baytown and houses three fire trucks, and 
fifteen volunteer fire personnel to serve the 
community. The VFD personnel and trucks 
provide additional water and manpower to 
the Highlands and Baytown fire services. If 
needed, additional fire protection in the area 
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is provided by the Highlands Volunteer Fire Department. The Highlands VFD also provides 
emergency medical service to the area. The Highlands VFD facility is located at 2301 E. 
Wallisville Rd, Highlands, only a few miles from the community.  
 
Public Health 
 
Public Health is defined as the overall physical and mental wellbeing of area residents. The 
delivery of health services is a major problem for many residents in the McNair/Linus 
community. There are no doctor’s offices, dentists, or medical clinics located in the target 
areas. Residents must travel outside of the community to find trained medical and dental 
personnel.  
 
Public medical services for McNair/Linus residents are provided at the Baytown Health Center, 
which is operated by the Harris County Health Department. There are two centers that provide 
healthcare to the community. One center is located at 1000 Lee Drive in Baytown about 6 miles 
from the community and provides medical services primarily to children. The second Baytown 
Health Center is located at 1602 Garth Rd, Baytown and provides services to primarily adults 
and the elderly. Medical services offered include: family planning, vision screening, x-rays, 
laboratory work, pharmacy, and immunizations. The nearest hospitals are also located in 
Baytown. They are the Gulf Coast Hospital, 2800 Garth Street, and San Jacinto Methodist 
Hospital, 1101 Decker Drive, both approximately 4 miles from the community. 
 
The City of Baytown includes both communities of McNair and Linus; the percentage of the 
population in Baytown that has health coverage is 77.2 percent. Of those with health coverage, 
40.7 percent are on employee plans, 18.2 percent are on Medicaid, 8.92 percent are on 
Medicare, 8.32 percent are on non-group plans, and 1.05 percent are on military or VA plans. 
 
Another established, successful organization to contact is Habitat for Humanity, International 
(www.habitat.org/ccyp/youthfact.html) for local youth programs in the area. The Campus 
Chapters Program of Habitat for Humanity, Int. (HFHI) enables and encourages students to help 
eliminate poverty housing in partnership with Habitat affiliates. The first campus chapter was 
established at Baylor University and has expanded to include nearly 700 colleges, universities 
and high schools in the U.S. and around the world. Some examples of how youth from schools, 
churches, and youth serving organizations have been involved in Habitat include: 
 

 Ages 5-7: Make a welcome basket for the homeowner family and sing a song at the 
dedication. 

 Age 7-10: Landscape, learn about the local environment and plan environmentally 
friendly trees and gardens. 

 Ages 10-12: Construct and paint window boxes to be used as housewarming gifts or as 
fund-raising items. 

 Ages 12-14: Paint doors and baseboards off site before they are put into the houses. 

 Ages 15-17: Build picnic or lunch tables for the work site.  
 

http://www.habitat.org/ccyp/youthfact.html
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Table 10: Harris County FY2019 Income Limits 

FY2019 Median Family Income* 

Very Low-Income (30% MFI) $22,900 

Low-Income (50% of MFI) $38,150 

Moderate-Income (80% of MFI) $61,050 
*Based on a family of four 

Source: U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development 

Local Economy and Education 
 
Local Economy 
 
Economic development is important to 
the vitality and growth of any community. 
The  unemployment rate for McNair is 9.6 
percent and Linus 7.4 percent compared 
to 4.3 percent for Harris County, as 
previously noted. The U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
and the Harris County Office of Housing & 
Economic Development recognize the planning area, especially McNair, as a low-to moderate-
income community. This designation is based on the household income figures from the 2017 
U.S. Census. Low- to moderate-income persons are defined as persons residing in households 
earning less than 80 percent of the area Median Family Income (MFI). For the purpose of 
determining the number of low- to moderate-income persons, HUD divides households into 
five income groups: 
 

 Very Low-Income (0 to 30 percent of the area MFI) 

 Low-Income (31 to 50 percent of area MFI) 

 Moderate-Income (51 to 80 percent of area MFI) 

 Middle-Income (81 to 95 percent of area MFI); and  

 All other households (greater than 95 percent of area MFI) 
 
Business Environment 
 
Presently, there are several service-oriented 
businesses inside the boundaries of the community 
including detail shops, welding shops, gas stations, 
salon/barber shops, auto shops, tire shops, and 
convenience stores to name a few. Neither 
community has an official central business district 
or town center. The majority of the businesses are 
scattered throughout the community, although 
many of them are located along Harrison Street in 
McNair. This area may be an ideal location to 
develop a much-needed central business district. A 
central business district would give the community 
a business focus and become a social meeting place for residents.   
 
To aid in the community’s businesses, local Chamber of Commerce organizations may be of 
assistance. A local Chamber of Commerce works to enhance the economic well-being and the 
quality of life for a community and can also be a good networking tool. There are three 
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Chamber of Commerce organizations in nearby communities, as referred to in Table 11. 
Currently, McNair and Linus do not have a dedicated Chamber of Commerce. 
 
Table 11: Local Chamber of Commerce 

Name  Address 

Baytown, Texas Chamber of Commerce 4721 Garth Rd., Ste. C, Baytown, TX 77521 
281-422-8359 

Greater Highlands, TX Chamber of 
Commerce 

127 San Jacinto, Highlands, TX 77562 
281-426-7227 

Crosby-Huffman Chamber of Commerce 14900 FM 2100, P.O. Box 452, Crosby, TX 
77532 281-328-6984 

 
Employment 
 
As a result of the small number of businesses in the area, the majority of residents are forced to 
look outside of the community for work or risk unemployment. According to Table 12, the most 
common employment industries of McNair and Linus residents are Manufacturing, 
Construction, and Health Care and Social Services. Manufacturing represents the fastest 
growing employment sector for McNair/Linus residents. This may be due to the close proximity 
of the Houston Ship Channel and large oil refineries in Baytown. The types of manufacturing 
businesses include producing non-durable goods, crushed concrete, machine fabrication, and 
printing and publishing. When comparing the census data from 2000 and 1990, it is notable 
that the Retail Trade industry previously employed more people than the Manufacturing 
industry.  
 
Table 12: Largest Employers of McNair/Linus Residents According to Industry 

Industry % Employed 
Labor Pool 

Educational 18.68% 

Construction 13.35% 

Arts/Entertainment/Recreation 13.1% 

Retail Trade 12.87% 

Professional/Scientific/Management  9.38% 

Manufacturing 8.04% 
Source: Bureau of the Census 

 
When broken down by sex, 19.49 percent of males in McNair/Linus work Construction-related 
occupations followed by 14.62 percent in Manufacturing occupations. However, the 
employment breakdown by Industry for females is quite different. 37.49 percent of women 
work in Educational services, Health Care and Social Assistance occupations followed by 14.90 
percent in Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation occupations. 
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Table 13: Largest Employers of McNair/Linus Residents According to Occupation 

Occupation % Labor Pool 

Male 

Construction 19.49% 

Manufacturing 14.62% 

Arts 11.62% 

Professional 11.22% 

Retail 11.22% 

Female 

Educational 37.49% 

Arts 14.90% 

Retail 14.90% 

Professional 7.14% 

Other 6.33% 
Source: Bureau of the Census   

 
Large, undeveloped parcels of land lie directly adjacent to McNair and Linus creating 
opportunities for residential, commercial, and industrial growth. Many of these tracts are 
greater than 10 acres and are not connected to water and sewer services or internal roadways. 
For these properties to be economically advantageous to develop and for the communities’ 
economies to grow, McNair and Linus must solve their infrastructure issues. Only then can new 
businesses and homes be developed. 
 
Education 
 
Education concerns of the residents of 
McNair and Linus are focused on early 
development and development of skills 
necessary to get a job. All schools servicing 
McNair/Linus students are located in the 
Goose Creek Consolidated Independent 
School District (CISD). The Goose Creek CISD 
has been named a Texas Recognized District 
for the third year in a row, demonstrating 
the district's commitment to quality 
education for all students.  
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Table 14: Goose Creek CISD School Locations 

School Address City, State, Zip 

Goose Creek CISD 1415 Market St. Baytown, TX 77522 

Harlem Elementary 3333 I-10 E Baytown, TX 77521 

Highland Junior High 1212 E. Wallisville Rd. Highlands, TX 77562 

Robert E. Lee High School 1809 Market St. Baytown, TX 77520 

Ross S. Sterling High School 300 W. Baker Rd. Baytown, TX 77521 

 
The elementary school students attend Harlem Elementary, which is in the heart of the 
community. Enrollment is 724 students and the school is part of the Drug-Free School Zone. 
Junior high school students attend Highland Junior High located in Highlands and most senior 
high school students attend Ross S. Sterling High School or Robert E. Lee High School, both 
located in Baytown. The nearest college campus is Lee College in Baytown and offers Associate 
Degrees in Arts, Science, and Applied Science. Lee College also provides a broad based program 
of extension courses, distance education, adult education, continuing education and 
community services. 
 
Table 15: Goose Creek CISD Schools and Programs 
School Enrollment Dropout 

Rate 
Free Lunch 
Eligible 

Programs 

Harlem 
Elementary 

724 0 76.38% Pre-School program for children w/ 
disabilities, All-day kindergarten, After–
School Program (offered by YMCA), 
Dyslexia Program, Project Read, Behavior 
Improvement Program 

Highland 
JH 

1,135 0 42.64% Gifted & Talented Educ. Program (GATE), 
Special Educ. Classes for math/language 
arts, Dyslexia Specialist, Life Skills classes, 
Duke Talent Search, Community-In-Schools. 

Robert E. 
Lee H.S.  

1,576 1.2% 66.31% Hearing Impaired Program, Gifted and 
Talented Program, Computer-Assisted 
Language Arts/Math, Ninth Grade Success 
Initiative (PLATO). 

Ross S. 
Sterling 
H.S. 

2,355 2.8% 44.67% English as a Second Language Program, 
National Honor Society, CrimeStoppers, 
and Computer-Assisted Math. 

 
The schools in the community offer after school programs, accelerated programs, and extended 
hours for students, as listed in Table 15. 
 
According to the Texas Education Agency (TEA), In 2018 the Goose Creek (CISD) experienced an 
overall dropout rate of 1.3% compared to the state’s average of 1.4%. When analyzed by ethnic 
group, both Blacks (1.8%) and Whites (1.7%) experienced the highest dropout rate. GCCISD 
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reported a total enrollment of 23,837 students during the 2017 – 2018 school year. Ethnic 
distribution for the district, which extends beyond the target area for this report, is 37 percent 
White, 45 percent Hispanic, 14 percent African-American, and 4 percent other. Those students 
designated as economically disadvantaged represented 64.4 percent of the school population, 
and 15.2 percent have limited proficiency in English.  
 
Goose Creek CISD officials are concerned about the number of “at risk” high school students 
(students who drop-out of or fail the system without getting a high school diploma). To address 
this issue, Goose Creek CISD has partnered with the Communities-In-Schools Baytown, Inc., 
which is a nonprofit organization formed in 1993. The nonprofit offers school based social 
services, crisis intervention, Teen Awareness, after school programs, tutoring, youth leadership 
development, truancy intervention, court programs, parenting classes, summer programs, Drug 
and Alcohol Awareness and intervention to a number to schools in the district. The ultimate 
goals of the program are to focus on saving and redirecting kids who are on a school dropout 
path.  
 
Urban Design 
 

Urban design is the functional and visual 
relationship between people and their physical 
environment, and the ways in which those 
relationships can be improved. The relationship 
serves many needs that may be directly 
involved with housing, transportation, open 
spaces, institutional services, commerce, and 
industry. The elements of urban design address 
major thoroughfares issues, open space and 
recreational needs, utility planning, and other 
land use concerns. Consideration of design 
needs should be based on the boundaries of 
the community in conjunction with the 

population, density, and acreage’s devoted to various land uses. 
 
The McNair and Linus community met for a urban design charrette in October 2002. Local 
architects, experts, students, planners, and residents came together in a design setting to 
develop visual and graphic solutions to the issues and concerns identified. During the process, 
participants considered several urban design factors, they include: 
 

 Urban form 

 Points of entrance to the community 
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 View and movement corridors 

 Screening and buffering 

 Variation in design 

 Architectural structures 

 Signs, Lighting, Utilities 

 Parks and open spaces, and 
open space linkage system 
(i.e. hike and bike trails, 
greenway/floodplain 
corridors, etc.) 

 Landscape features and 
planting 

 Street furniture 

 Historic structures 

 Public Art 
 
The results of the charrette were incorporated in the appropriate planning sections in the 
document, such as in housing and economic development. The meeting revealed a desire to 
create a more consistent and unique community image through gateways and beautification 
programs and the identification of land parcels for affordable housing development. 
Beautification days could be combined with large trash dispose, where a sponsoring community 
group contracts the use of a large dumpster for the removal of residents’ heavy trash. The 
community is encouraged to publicize the service date and create a beautification event 
atmosphere around the date.   
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Appendix A 
 
McNair & Linus Community Plan Goals Matrix 
 
The goals for McNair and Linus are divided into goals to be performed by local CDCs, Local 
Government and Regional Agencies, such as the Fresh Water Supply District. The goals are 
listed in a recommended order. However, conditions may allow for a goals scheduled at a later 
date to be performed early.  
 
C = CDC Goals G = Governmental Partnership Goals R = Regional Agency Goals 
 

Projects Priority Partners 

Housing   

Local CDCs should forge new partnerships with private/public housing 
providers. 

1 C 

Investigate reinstating lapsed deed restrictions. 2 C 

To improve the overall condition of houses rated as “Fair” through a 
Home Repair program. (A “Fair” dwelling is in structurally sound 
condition, but has greater than normal deterioration present, due to 
deferred maintenance, relative to its age.) 

3 C 

To improve the overall condition of houses rated as “Poor” and “Very 
Poor” through a home rehabilitation program. A “Poor” dwelling 
displays signs of structural damage such as a sagging roof, foundation 
cracks, uneven floors, etc., possibly combined with a significant degree 
of deferred maintenance. A “Very Poor” dwelling displays a condition 
that approaches unsoundness and is extremely undesirable and barely 
useable. 

4 C 

Develop infill housing on vacant properties within McNair’s older 
neighborhoods to provide increased homeownership opportunity. 

5 C 

Creation of new housing units that include a variety of housing types 
as appropriate to the neighborhood. 

6 C 

Urban Design   

Development community beautification days where residents and 
businesses partner to clean the community of debris and blight and to 
add landscaping to common areas. These days could be bi-yearly 
events to prepare for major social events of the community, such as 
fairs. 

1 C 

Addition of street lighting within the neighborhoods and major roads. 2 C 

Development gateways at the entry points of the community to 
identify the areas as McNair and Linus. Gateways can include signs, 
landscaping, and other decorative architecture. 

3 C 

Infrastructure   

Continue to complete projects as per the Agreed Order and HCFWSD 1 R 
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1-A-TCEQ plan for water and sewer rehabilitation.  

Rehabilitation of the two water tanks. 2 R 

Extend and pave residential roads in Linus, particularly Morelos and 
turn over road to Harris County for maintaining. 

3 C & G 

Construction of sidewalks, particularly along Thompson in McNair and 
Wade Road in Linus. 

4 C & G 

Construct a pedestrian crossing over railway linking McNair and park 
system. 

5 C, G, & R 

Public Services   

Market neighborhood services, events, and activities through a 
community newsletter. 

1 C 

Develop youth programs that keep kids off the streets by expanding 
educational opportunities. 

2 C 

Reduce gang related activity and crime in the McNair/Linus 
community. 

3 C & G 

Increase the number of community police assigned to the 
neighborhood to reduce crime and have more complete coverage of 
the neighborhoods. 

4 C & G 

Public Facilities   

Seek opportunities to bring a local community college to the 
McNair/Linus community to offer enrichment courses and educational 
classes for the community and surrounding area. 

1 C & G 

Develop a multi-purpose facility in the McNair/Linus community that 
includes exercise rooms, swimming pool and meeting rooms. 

2 C & G 

Economic Development   

Increase awareness and knowledge and provide support for 
McNair/Linus local business, nonprofit organizations and the 
community by developing a McNair/Linus Chamber of Commerce. 
Many local Chamber of Commerce’s are private, nonprofit, 
membership-driven organizations comprised of local businesses, civic 
organizations, educational institutions, and residents. 

1 C 

To increase job training and employment opportunities for residents in 
the McNair/Linus community. 

2 C 

Market economic development opportunities and business 
development programs to local business owners and those interested 
in starting a business. 

3 C 

 
C = CDC Goals G = Governmental Partnership Goals R = Regional Agency Goals 
 
 

Five-Year Timeline 
The following table provides a five-year timeline of project categories and the year in which 
they are suggested to begin and/or continue. 
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Year 1 2 3 4 5 

Infrastructure 
Housing 
Public Services 
Public Facilities 
Local Economy 
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Appendix B 
 
Revitalization Efforts in McNair and Linus since 1975 
 
The Harris County Community Services Department (HCCSD) has been an active partner in 
improving the quality of life for McNair and Linus residents. In addition to the development of 
the Community Plan, HCCSD has provided more than $15 million toward the following projects 
in the community. 
 

Use of Federal Funds in McNair/Linus 1975 - Current 

Program Type Amount Funded 

McNair 1975 to Current 

Community Center Public Facilities $392,288 

E.M. Washington Park Rec. Ctr. Public Facilities $317,597 

Park Development Capital Improvements 
Projects 

$207,320 

Street and Drainage Capital Improvements 
Projects 

$298,006 

Fire Equipment Capital Improvements 
Projects 

$74,758 

Water and Sewer Capital Improvements 
Projects 

$1,024,796 

Plato Computer Training (Jobs Bill) Public Services $187,965 

Community Center Improvements Capital Improvements 
Projects 

$423,368 

Neighborhood Clean-up Public Services $19,895 

Water System Study Planning $24,677 

Head Start Facility Development Public Facilities $1,386,800 

Edna Mae Washington Park Public Facilities $75,000 

HCFCD Capital Improvements 
Projects 

$300,000 

Road Maintenance Project Capital Improvements 
Projects 

$200,000 

Water and Sewer Capital Improvements 
Projects 

$411,317 

Water and Sewer Capital Improvements 
Projects 

$469,415 

Edna Mae Washington Park Public Facilities $463,462 

HC FWSD 27 Sewer System Capital Improvements 
Projects 

$521,672 

McNair Public Library Branch Public Facilities $1,935,724 

HC FWSD #1-A – Water Line 
Replacement (Phases 1-5) 

Capital Improvements 
Projects 

$1,080,825 
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Linus 1975 to Current 

Water and Sewer Capital Improvements 
Projects  

$359,006 

Streets and Drainage Capital Improvements 
Projects 

$196,883 

Park Development Public Facilities $90,000 

Street Improvements Capital Improvements 
Projects 

$200,000 

Water Improvements Capital Improvements 
Projects 

$61,072 

Street Construction Capital Improvements 
Projects 

$322,300 

Lowering of Manholes and Water Line 
Replacement 

Capital Improvements 
Projects 

 $73,297.00  

FWSD #1A Sanitary Sewer Rehab Capital Improvements 
Projects 

 $306,676.00  

HC FWSD #1-A Water Sewer 
Improvements 

Capital Improvements 
Projects 

 $329,000.00  

City of LaPorte - Downpayment & 
Closing Cost Asst (HOME) 

Public Services  $339,404.00  

HC FWSD #1-A Rehab of Sanitary Sewer 
Priority 1 

Capital Improvements 
Projects 

 $469,415.00  

Precinct Two JD Walker Community 
Center Parking Lot 

Public Facilities  $176,000.00  

HC FWSD #1-A Sanitary Sewer Rehab No 
2 - TCEQ Order 

Capital Improvements 
Projects 

 $495,000.00  

HC FWSD #1-A Linus Area - Water and 
Sanitary Sewer Service 

Capital Improvements 
Projects 

 $351,000.00  

FWSD #1-A Water System for Linus Capital Improvements 
Projects 

 $250,000.00  

HC FWSD #1-A Water Sewer 4 & 5 Capital Improvements 
Projects 

 $471,064.00  

FWSD 1-A Linus Sanitary Sewer Lift 
Station 

Capital Improvements 
Projects 

 $898,248.00  

FWSD 1-A Linus Sanitary Sewer Lift 
Station 

Capital Improvements 
Projects 

 $377,328.00  

FWSD 1-A Linus Elevated Storage Tank 
Rehabilitation 

Capital Improvements 
Projects 

 $521,283.00  

Total McNair & Linus Projects  $15,146,129 
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Housing Projects 
 

 As part of the Hurricane Ike Disaster Recovery Program, thirty-one (31) houses were 
reconstructed in McNair and Linus which totaled $3,788,922.87 in Hurricane Ike funds. 

 Thirteen homes received minor home repair which totaled $189,472.00 

 The Bay City Village Apartments is a LIHTC apartment complex that is a proposed Low 
Income Housing Tax Credit complex.  

 City of La Porte near the Linus community received $339,404 in Down-payment and 
Closing Cost Assistance. 

 
Public Services 
 

 2017DR Hurricane Harvey funding $4,097,432.98 for Transit Services Bus Routes 
 
 



Page 35 

Appendix C 
 

Community Planning and Meetings since 2003 
 

 2013-2014 School District Strategic Plan for McNair and Linus that will guide the district 

over the next several years 

 Harris County Flood Control District (HCFCD) Bond Program meetings in 2018 that 

outlined projects across Harris County to  reduce flooding;  

 Harris County Community Services Department (HCCSD) Disaster Recovery held county 

wide Community Meetings held between May 30 to June 23, 2018, to solicit community 

input on Hurricane Harvey recovery needs and barriers to fair housing; The consultation 

process included multiple public and focus group meetings, input sessions with 

stakeholder agencies and residents, one-on-one meetings and interviews with partner 

agencies, a community needs surveys for residents and services providers, public 

participation through neighborhood meetings, and public comment period prior to plan 

adoption.  

 To identify the nature and level of needs within Harris County, consultation included 

topics related to Housing, Fair Housing, Social Services, Transportation, Senior and 

Youth Services, Parks, Public Facilities, Public Services, Infrastructure, Homelessness, 

and Education. The Plan also emphasizes the involvement of low-to-moderate-income 

(LMI) residents including non-English speaking persons, as well as persons with mobility, 

visual or hearing impairments. 

 2019 Harris County Capital Improvements Program (CIP)  

 Harris County Engineering Department will be developing drainage improvement 

recommendations, conducting community outreach meetings, and preparing 

preliminary engineering reports to support the advancement of these projects toward 

final design and construction. A total of 105 subdivision projects have been identified as 

part of the bond program. 

 Between June 5 and August 1, 2018, the Harris County Flood Control District hosted 23 

Community Engagement Meetings in each of Harris County’s 22 watersheds (plus Halls 

Bayou, a tributary of Greens Bayou), to gather public input and ideas, and to answer 

questions about the 2018 Harris County Flood Control District Bond Program. 
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Appendix D 
 

Charrette Rendering 
 
In October 2003, the McNair and Linus communities held a design charrette. The follow 
rendering represents the improvement of residential streets and housing stock, the 
beautification of open spaces, and the addition of amenities such as curb and gutters, 
streetlights, gateways, and sidewalks.  


