
PY2023 Broadband and Resiliency Notice 

As required by HUD, broadband access for low- and moderate-income households and 
consideration for how to mitigate the impact of natural disasters (also known as resiliency) on 
low- and moderate income areas and households shall be incorporated into Harris County CSD’s 
Annual Action Plans.  

Harris County Broadband Access: 

CSD has revised the Harris County Affordable Housing Standards (Revised 9/1/2019) now 
requiring all housing projects to be equipped for internet service that includes wiring, broadband 
infrastructure, and utility/off site connections from the property line to the adjacent street. The 
Harris County Affordable Housing Standards can be found here. A RFP relating to Affordable 
Housing (HOME) for PY2023 AAP has not been released at this time. The option to release a 
HOME RFP is within CSD’s discretion. In the event that a HOME RFP is released in PY2023, the 
PY2023 AAP will be amended to include the engagement with public or private broadband 
internet service providers, or public or private organizations engaged in narrowing the digital 
divide to equip low- and moderate income households with internet. 

Furthermore, in light of the COVID-19 pandemic and the monumental shift to remote working 
and learning, broadband internet access in Harris County and closing the “digital divide,” has 
become more important than ever. The Harris County Broadband Strategy and Office, approved 
by Commissioners Court, coordinates Harris County’s efforts to expand broadband access 
throughout the county. This will include planning investments in broadband infrastructure, 
securing funding from state, federal, and private partners, and implementing targeted projects 
with quantifiable and durable benefits to the county and its residents.  

For organizations receiving HUD Entitlement funding, public services funding can be used for the 
installation of satellite dishes and similar equipment on private homes or the wireless 
routers/computers to income-eligible persons or households. Funds used for public facilities may 
also be used to install wiring, fiber optic cables, and permanently affixed equipment such as 
receivers for areas to receive broadband/internet access.  Please note that for CDBG funds, not 
more than 15% of the grant may be used for broadband services or connections. 

To provide any comments or feedback regarding Harris County Broadband Access please submit 
your comments to Harris County Community Services Department at 8410 Lantern Point, 
Houston, Texas, 77054, (832) 927-4700 or plancomments@csd.hctx.net.   
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Harris County Resiliency: 

CSD continues to evaluate the vulnerability of housing occupied by low- and moderate-income 
households to natural hazard risks with our interaction with CSD’s Disaster Recovery Division.  
CSD has provided and will continue to provide Entitlement funding to projects that seek to 
mitigate damages from flood prone areas, public land and/or water resources with the intent to 
establish resiliency in Harris County areas affected by natural disasters or natural hazards.  

For organizations receiving HUD Entitlement funding, funding can be used for upgrading of water, 
sewer, solid waste, communications, energy, transportation, health and medical, and other 
public infrastructure to address specific, identified risks; financing multi-use infrastructure; and 
green or natural mitigation infrastructure development. Additional activities may include 
buyouts (potentially accompanied by additional housing or homeownership assistance for 
relocated families); elevation (which may be accompanied by rehabilitation, reconstruction, or 
new construction activities to support resilient housing); flood proofing; and wind, water, fire, 
earthquake retrofitting or “hardening” of single- and multi-family units to withstand future 
disasters. 

To provide any comments or feedback regarding Harris County Resiliency please submit your 
comments to Harris County Community Services Department at 8410 Lantern Point, Houston, 
Texas, 77054, (832) 927-4700 or plancomments@csd.hctx.net.   
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